
Plant cover for safety: Animals like bobcats 
and mountain lions travel long distances but 
need vegetation to feel safe as they move. 

Climate resilience: A mix of landforms, 
soils and plants allow animals and plants to 

move and adapt as the climate changes.

Close to large habitat area: Coyote Valley links the 
surrounding mountain ranges, helping wildlife move 

between them to find food, shelter and mates.

Access to water: All life needs access to water.
Wildlife-friendly farming: Native plants at the 

edges of fields, crop rotation, not using rodent 
poison and careful water use support healthy 

habitat and wildlife populations near farmland.

Width: Healthy corridors 
must be wide to protect 

wildlife from human activity. 

Wildlife crossings: 
Culverts, bridges and 
fencing help animals 

cross roads safely. 

Ability to move through different habitat: 
Some species, like the California tiger 

salamander, use use different habitats as they 
go through their life stages.

Plant diversity: Restoring many 
types of plants creates food and 

shelter for more wildlife.

A Last-Chance Landscape for wildlife

Meet Coyote Valley’s 
Wild Neighbors

Meet Elderberry Why Does Movement Matter?

Linking Landscapes

Coyote Valley is where the Santa Cruz Mountains and Diablo Range meet. 
It is one of California’s most important natural corridors, giving wildlife the open 
space they need to move between the mountains and keep their populations healthy.

These animals are the “focal species” of habitat restoration in Coyote Valley. 
They were chosen by local science experts to be representative of the unique 

needs of the wide range of wildlife that live in Coyote Valley.
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Elderberry was a bobcat living in Coyote Valley, who was tracked in a 2018 wildlife study. 

Her movements showed us how vital open space and healthy creeks are for bobcats to survive. 

Sadly, she was struck and killed on Monterey Road. By tracking bobcats like Elderberry, we 
know protected and connected open space is very important for wildlife. 

Stories like this make the need for safe wildlife crossings impossible to ignore. Better 
road design, fencing, and dedicated crossing structures can prevent tragedies like hers 
and help wildlife move safely through Coyote Valley.

Biodiversity is all the different kinds of life including plants, 
animals, insects, fungi - everything - and how they interact. 

Wildlife movement keeps populations healthy by preventing 
species from getting trapped in small, isolated areas.

Scan the QR code 
to learn more about 
wildlife in Coyote Valley!

Healthy wildlife corridors have several key features that 
help animals move safely and thrive. 
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The Northwestern pond turtle 
is the only native freshwater 

turtle in California.

These birds hunt by 
hovering in mid-

air to look for and 
catch prey.

Ground squirrels make burrows 
that serve as habitat for 

burrowing owls and California 
tiger salamanders.

These big cats can jump 
40 feet in one leap!

This rare California species depends on 
serpentine grasslands, including those 
found in the hills around Coyote Valley.

This bird is only found in
California, and Coyote Valley  

is one of its key habitats!
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