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Board of Directors
Open Space Authority of Santa Clara Valley
33 Las Colinas Lane
San José, CA  95119

June 27th, 2020
Dear Members of the Board of Directors:

I write to express my support for the San Francisco Bay Bird Organization’s (SFBBO) application for a grant from the Santa Clara Valley Open Space Authority. Approval of the grant would allow SFBBO to prepare permits and regulatory documentation to acquire a new trailer for the Coyote Creek Field Station which would greatly improve their ability to host education groups onsite. 

I am a 6th grade teacher at Windmill Springs School in the Franklin McKinley School District and for several years my students  (over 60% free and reduced lunch) have greatly benefited from the education program developed by SFBBO. Both the in-class and on-site bird banding demonstration portions of the program are aligned with the New Generation Science Standards (NGSS) and are rich with critical thinking activities and of course real-world science. It is truly a unique outdoor experience for my students. I plan to continue involving my students with the SFBBO educational program for years to come.

Currently the  existing trailer at the Coyote Creek Field Station does not have enough space to fit a student group inside. The bird  banding demos and other activities take place outdoors in the sun with very little shade or shelter and with no seating for the students. One year we dealt with standing in very cold, windy temperatures while another year we had to lose time moving the demonstration table into the shade as it was so hot. Both of these situations caused the students to be distracted with their comfort and caused loss of focus. Awarding the grant would allow SFBBO to upgrade the education area which would significantly benefit student groups like mine in the future. 




[bookmark: _GoBack]If you need further information about the experiences my students have had with the program, you may contact me at 408-499-5432 or alie.victorine@fmsd.org.


Thank you, 
Alie Victorine
6th grade teacher

Windmill Springs Elementary
Franklin McKinley School District
2880 Aetna Way 
San Jose, CA 95121
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