Dear Santa Clara Valley Open Space Authority:


I’m writing to personally endorse Imagine That Ventures and the innovative project of designing and building a mental health focused wellness space, Imagine That Park.

In my formal capacities as a Commissioner for California’s Mental Health Services Oversight Committee and Accountability Commission, and as the CEO of Mental Health and Addiction Care for Sutter Health, I have observed in the field that the engagement with nature offers health benefits, across the lifespan, and profoundly affects emotional wellness. The research is clear that experiences with the natural world provide unique contributions to mental, emotional, and physical health. Additionally, the effectiveness of nature-based, mental health programs can help to reduce health care costs in a significant way. 

I believe that every community would benefit from access to this experiential model of a mental health outdoor space and the vision of Imagine That Ventures can be shared broadly. I look forward to seeing what this group creates in the Morgan Hill space. 

Sincerely,




John Boyd, PsyD, FACHE
June 27, 2020


