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Open Space Authority Urban Grant Program
[6/30/20]

Re: Letter of support for Marshmallow Minds Urban Grant Proposal
To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing this letter in support of Marshmallow Minds’ proposal to launch an
environment-focused STEAM education program that will substantially benefit the
Title-1 schools that serve children from the underserved communities.

Marshmallow Minds is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. They have designed unique,
well-rounded, and affordable STE(A)M programs that are freely accessible to partner
schools that serve children from the underserved communities(Title-1 schools).
Marshmallow Minds partners with schools (and parents) and introduce students to well
known real-world problems. They teach the students how to empathize with people
facing these problems. They empower them to take ownership of the problem and guide
them to become confident and creative problem-solvers applying STE(A)M and Design
Thinking.

In January 2020, Marshmallow Minds announced a new partnership with Family Giving
Tree(FGT) where Marshmallow Minds and Family Giving Tree will both increase their
reach and impact in the community by working together to deliver a year-round Design
Thinking and STE(A)M program at no cost to teachers and students at Title 1 schools.

The Family Giving Tree has been working with Title-1 schools for the past 25 years
through our Back To School Drive. We have more than 200 schools we partner with to
distribute the 42,000 backpacks filled with school supplies last year. We are looking
forward to working with Marshmallow Minds to bring fun & exciting STEAM programs
to the schools in the most need. We have 1,000 volunteers for the BtS Drive and now
they will have additional projects to create the STEAM kits for the MM lessons. Our
current plan (post Covid-19) is to pilot the program in the Spring of 2021 at one of the
poorest schools in East San Jose.
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Marshmallow Minds is currently developing a set of STEAM education
modules for K-8 in collaboration with SFBBO that allows students to be 9
sensitized to environmental challenges and opportunities in their own

surroundings, engage in STEAM learning based on real scientific data and, ley Gmgme ;
build their creative problem-solving. In the spring of 2021, while Marshmallow Mll’ldS
teachers will deliver the environment-focused STEAM education modules in the
classrooms, FGT will donate STEAM Kits to classrooms to augment the learning with

hands-on design experience.

I support this proposal because there are thousands of students who should be
experiencing Design Thinking to enhance their hands-on learning. These lessons will
help students feel the excitement of problem-solving while learning to work in groups
and having fun! Learning the concept and application of Design Thinking can only
improve students’ prospects for the future.

Sincerely,
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Jennifer Cullenbine
CEO & Founder
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