
June 19, 2020

Megan Dreger, Grants Administrator
Santa Clara Valley Open Space Authority
33 Las Colinas Lane
San Jose, CA 95119

Dear Open Space Authority Grant Review Committee:
Bay Area Wilderness Training (BAWT) would like to express our support of Saved By Nature’s application to the 2020 Urban Open Space Grant. As an organization that prioritizes sharing nature with underserved communities in the Bay Area, we recognize Saved By Nature’s work of providing free environmental education programs to underserved youth in Santa Clara County as a vital part of building a generation of environmental leaders who reflect the true diversity of this region. 
Bay Area Wilderness Training provides free resources for outdoor programs aimed at youth from marginalized communities. Since Saved By Nature counts with BAWT-trained volunteers, (Andrea Fraume and Teri Rogoway) we are glad to provide overnight and day-hiking gear for their planned Alive Outside Adventure Series with Youth Alliance and the Boys and Girls Club. Our Milpitas Gear Library counts with enough outdoor gear to serve the projected group of 18-20 youth with tents, sleeping bags, shoes, backpacks, clothes, and other gear that they might need for both their day hikes and culminating overnight experience.
Last year, Saved By Nature provided free environmental education programs to 123 at-promise youth through their partnership with the Boys and Girls Club and Youth Alliance, introducing a whole new world and outlet to youth that could become involved in gangs. We welcome Saved By Nature's expansion into overnight experiences. Programs such as this one play an important role in removing perceived and real barriers to nature that people of color often face, exposing young people to safe levels of risk in nature around trusted peers and adults. 
We hope that you will move forward with funding Saved By Nature’s continued effort to work within their communities.

Sincerely,

Liza Dadiomov 
Bay Area Wilderness Training, Co-Executive Director
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Sierra Lawe
Bay Area Wilderness Training, Co-Executive Director
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