[image: https://lh6.googleusercontent.com/An2L7-GjziwHAKNok8j2fJMrjm9W7P3FmmQneU-zu4dlnJ1rxEjlI48CSeN1fhmJ8_WulLnTcbcaGAwQkA90B6IRxtlZFwY2-ukfDiYAgbAYMTljerEMXYDu0wCmUK8vY4uDIHnX]
 

June 23, 2020

Megan Dreger, Grants Administrator
Santa Clara Valley Open Space Authority
33 Las Colinas Lane
San Jose, CA 95119

Dear Open Space Authority Grant Review Committee:

[bookmark: _GoBack]Youth Alliance would like to express our intent to partner with Saved by Nature (SBN) to allow our youth organization participant’s access to nature-based, environmental education programming by working in collaboration with SBN.  The Youth Alliance works with marginalized youth in the southern part of Santa Clara County.

Our organization serves 8,500 children, youth and families each year, with 81% of our clients being economically disadvantaged, and our access to nature-based learning is very limited. We are a 501c3 we strive to create thriving and equitable communities through comprehensive, innovative and culturally relevant services that equip youth and families to become change agents in their own lives and in their community.  Working with Richard through Saved by Nature has allowed our youth participant’s access to quality environmental education in a setting where they feel accepted and encouraged to ask questions and explore the curiosity that the outside world brings.  It is both a welcoming and healing experience for these kids who rarely have opportunities to connect with nature as many of them live in urban areas without parks or open space nearby. It is also connecting them with a future career path in outdoor stewardship and environmental education, which is also greatly needed! 

We worked with Richard last year through SBN programming called “Art in Nature” where 12 of our students came out and participated in a hike and art workshop.  SBN provided lunch and a welcoming atmosphere for our participants.

In closing, SBN has filled a much-needed void in our programming and enriched the lives of our youth significantly and has done so at no cost for our organization or community. Richard is one of the most passionate environmental educators in the region, and is dedicated to paying it forward to our youth. SBN is one of the most deserving groups that I can think of which would greatly benefit the South County community if given Measure Q funding. I hope you will consider supporting their incredible efforts and excellent services they provide to our community.

Sincerely,

Lillian Silva
Youth Alliance
Case Manager, Community Outreach Specialist, and Resource Navigator
(831) 537-3566
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