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June 25, 2020

Megan Dreger, Grants Administrator
Santa Clara Valley Open Space Authority
33 Las Colinas Lane
San Jose, CA 95119

Dear Open Space Authority Grant Review Committee:

I would like to express my enthusiastic support for Saved by Nature’s (SBN) Measure Q Urban Open Space Grant application. This unique non-profit has been impacting the community with great success as a new organization to help connect our deep engagement communities with nature through interpretation and environmental education programming. 

Previously, I worked at the Santa Clara County Parks Department for more than 16 years. During my tenure, I served in increasingly responsible positions and eventually became the Park Interpretive Program Coordinator at which time I created and developed the County Parks Docent program to deliver high quality interpretive programs for all ages. I later joined Valley Water as the Education and Outreach Program Director and worked with Richard Tejeda, the founder of SBN, building several lasting programs for the water district. Now I am a full-time faculty member at West Valley College’s Park Management Program training the next generation of park stewards while also serving as the Vice President on the Saved by Nature of Board of Directors. I feel I have the experience to know a good thing!

I have seen many different types of programming over my career, but Saved by Nature sets itself apart with its wholistic approach to engaging at risk communities with nature on a much deeper level than most; one that is lasting, impactful and reaches individuals on a spiritual and emotional level. We pride ourselves in providing a healing setting in nature exploration and discovery.  In just one year, we have seen early success with our approach to programming being inclusive and welcoming to beginners and citizens of all walks of life to engage with nature.  We are especially invested in our future generation, and prioritize our work with youth, particularly youth in deep engagement communities.   

In closing, SBN has stepped up to fill a void in a time of need and served the community through Covid-19 with virtual photo walks, and live stream programming. We had initially set up these programs for hospital patients and those with physical mobility challenges to connect with nature, but it ended up being the entire region that benefitted from these! SBN is one of the most deserving groups that I can think of whom would greatly benefit the community if given Measure Q funding.  I hope you will consider supporting their incredible efforts and excellent services they provide to our community.  

Sincerely, 

Heidi McFarland

Heidi McFarland
Park Management Program
West Valley College
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